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Whatever may be thought of these rumours, which belong
to the kind of gossip often called forth by a political crisis, it
is certain that Caesar considered his power to be hereditary.
Just before his departure for the East he made a will, by
which he adopted his nephew, Gaius Octavius, and bequeathed
to him the greater part of his fortune. This was a clear proof
that he regarded Octavius as his heir and inheritor of his
position. Octavius had been with Caesar in Spain and was
then sent to Illyria to complete his general education and
military training.
Caesar found support for his autocratic power not only
in his army, his veterans, and the powers granted him by the
people: fascinated by his personality, the masses regarded
him with a kind of religious awe. To them he was not merely
the favourite of fortune and the military genius but also
a superior being. The religious ideas of antiquity drew no
hard-and-fast line between the divine and the human ; and
they were ready to recognize Caesar as a super-man, a hero
in the ancient religious sense of the word. Far from resenting
this attitude, Caesar even encouraged it. He made no protest
when the Senate passed decrees which tended towards his
deification : thus they instituted a special priestly college of
Julian Luperci, built a temple to Caesar and the goddess
Clemency with a special priest for this new cult, and changed
the name of the month Quintilis to lulius, or July.
Apart from the establishment of his own personal autocracy,
it is difficult for us to distinguish the outlines of the trans-
formation which Caesar intended to accomplish in the state.
But one point is not doubtful: he meant to extend the Roman
and the Latin franchise as widely as possible among the
inhabitants of the provinces. Cisalpine Gaul and Narbonese
Gaul were to become parts of Italy; a number of Roman
colonies were founded in Spain and Africa ; the Latin franchise
was freely granted to provincial communities—in Sicily, for in-
stance. It is remarkable that the same plan was followed
also in the East: colonies of veterans were sent to Sinope
and Heraclea, the chief commercial centres on the south coast
of the Black Sea. It is possible, however, that this measure,
and also his policy of friendliness towards the Crimea, were
dictated by Caesar's wish to secure his rear during his coming
campaign in the East. Still more notable is the restoration
of Carthage in Africa and Corinth in Greece—the two great
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